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j) CHRISTMAS EVE.
" BT K. E. TOURO.

When tlio goto creaked that October
tight, Marion Hartley, wlfo of tho

author-playwrigh- t, was tor-
turing her wits afresh for n way to so
cretly induco somo theatrical uuinngcr
to rccognlzo her husband's genius. I lor
flush faded as sho heard admitted n man
with u slow volco and n dcllberato step.
Both were unpleasantly familiar.

"Good evening," ho said, bowing
studiously. Tall, broad and perfectly
drossod, he possessed a faco only spoil-
ed.by Its expression. "Is ho aoccssiblo?
jh, yes, I soo his light in tlioro. Afraid
I must disturb his inspiration, then."
- "Indeed? Ho is very busy, " sho sim-

ply said.
"OX course. " Ho sat down. "Er

may I ask how tho groat play progress.
es?"

No answer. It had como back that
'morning for tho fourth tlmo declined,
Sho pretended to sow until tho posi-
tion grew uubearablo and then roso
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and tapped at tlio door of that inner
room la which her husband spent mora
hours than sho liked to total. No reply.

"Gilbert, dear, don't start," was
whispered fearfully. "Ho Is hero again

thatMr.Malnwarlug. What shall"
Why, he was not ecrlbbllug away

His head had fallen forward
asleep? When sho touched him, ho

slowly roused to staro past her with
eyes So dilated that alio almost shrank.

'Gilbert, don't I" She was uncon-
sciously on her knees now. "Oh, glvo it
op, If it's killing youl I'll work, hus-
band I"

"Ebr There I I was dreaming my
plot was just coming to mo, aud you
you disturb mo sol" ho said, putting her
arms away. "If I loso grip of it this
time. It It may mean madness! Mar-
ion, it was sublime I Only go away
dol"

He found his pen and started. Awed,
apprehensive, too, sho hung there as
though hesitating whether to obey or
snatch his precious maunscript away.
Finally she stole out and stood guard at
his door.

"My husband cannot sea you

"Ok, very good, madam! Half this
house was furnished with tho 100 ho
coolly borrowed through mo beforo
I knew, of course. Sympathy means for-
bearance. As you don't want it, I'll sell
him up now!"

"Yea you will not!" 8ho ran and
caught his arm. "I did not know it I
simply say if you but' know how ho
has slaved and tried J Lot mo toll you
something. Walt and his play will bo
accepted. Vesl Tonight ho has found
his plot tho great idea ho has misted
for months. Tlioro I"

' 'ftwnd his plot?' ' Ho stared incredu-
lously, appearing to woigh tho chances.
"Bakl That was to have thrilled crea
tion long ago. I will call onco again
next week, and then" Ho went out
without finishing it

iu a sort of stupor Marion sat down
and waited waited hour after hour.
Then at last Gilbert caino groping out,
one band pressed to his head, his fnco
haggard, but ecstatic Not even her
Syhito and hopoleaa faco struck his at
tention.

"Done ltl"ho gasped. "I was coming
to wake you. Thoy thoy say that ev-

ery plan is capablo of one stroko of gen- -

is. Listen to this but tho room seems

The manuscript fell. Sho realized
something and sprang forward. Ho had
swayed and then toppled down.

Twlvo hours later found him in the
heat; of, unmistakablo delirium. And tho
playl ' It was lying neglected upon his
stu:4sk. Weeks would pass, tho bluff
oldJfector said, before his sanity could
return. It meant that tho homo must
vauWi bit by bit but what of that?
Night and day sho hovered over him.
He hid tried and failed. Only to savo
his reason I Then sho would try herself.

la the first excitement sho qulto for- -

got Main waring, and his last veiled
threat, until, preclsoly seven days after
his vioua visit, tho girl Informed her
mat. that gentleman anu a "trionu"
were. waiting In tho sitting room. Both
frightened and desperate, she went
down as far as tho doorway.

"Jfo is ill," she said, hor faco a study
in supplication. "Hu knows nothing
perhaps never will again. "

"There I" Malnwarlug'a teeth at

did I say? A planned
friend hero wants hdsmonoy

or sc-m-o equivalent Thero Is tho ngreo-mej- &

1 stay until I seo your husband."
mmIou managed to get "Then you

mast stay" past tho. lump in her
throat Then sho ran back and locked
the bedroom door. ,

"Tliey'vo gone, ma'am," camo
tbroagh the koyholo at last "Thoy
inuajbled uway for a tlmo, and then
the&ere suddenly qniot. I think thoy
wera frightened. Thoy almost crept
out'f

Mellon, sitting back from Gilbert's
wild, stare, found temporary relief in a
striHR. ox tears.

Wfl' gleam of suushiuo carao at
iiHiano of throo awful weeks. Hartley,
nhitti allvBafe. could cross his bedroom.
Oh! !lt terriiled her to realizo that ho
wwyHit a living automaton! Slxwooks.
uuL Hi mysterious stupor showod no

llffltii. Atifl tvlinti 1m frflnf.im
Stairs again it was only to sit

staiiwc vacantly through tho hours.
Aristmos was close at hand dear.

tevMtaOhrUtniaal
f't'a mokt strange," said tho doctor

OMttey. "I've been thinking what
HaiweioitenAi'it would be likely to rouse

"Qh, the ti-ate-
r the play," she

meohalically
tvTkm taktfihim.. Hera There's a

"""Ijfejl ''f1 for tomorrow at'tho
iJoiWf so8 iw and wonderful drama

- to be tried., ThWry tliingl"
is Gilbert, nevaa, seeming to wonder

wlicro tho money camo from, asseutca,
and accordingly that noxt day, Christ-
mas ovo, found them both seated in tho
Jollity If this failed

Tlio play commenced, but Marion her-
self had not como to bo thrilled. Hold
lug her husb ad's hand tightly, sho sat
stcnlthlly watching for n sign of dawn-int- f

comprehension In vain. During tho
first and second acts his oxprcssiou ro
malucd nil but lifeless. Suddenly, how-
ever, Mnrion almost cried out His thin
fingcis had been quivering. Now, half
way through tho last net, thoy closed
upon her own crushiugly Tho lights
wcro low, but sho could seo his oyes di-

lating, Only too thankful that every
ono appeared engrossed by tho play, sho
whlspcriugly Implored:

"Try, try nnd keop calm dear! Ity
nearly over."

"My plot ray playl" ho said. "You
you havo let them steal my brains!"
For tho moment sho was stupefied.

Thon, "Nonsense dear," sho whispered
back "It is safe."

"My very words," ho gasped, not
heeding. "Let mo go. I'vo been rob-
bed, robbed I I'll shout it all ovor tho
city!"

Then, indeed, sho stared and tried to
realizo tho play, but ho was struggling
past Thero would bo n sccuo. So, hold-
ing his hand Btlll, sho followed him out
Into tho corridor. Boforo sho could pro-ve- nt

It ho had gripped an nttciidnut's
shoulder.

"Your manager at onco I" ho breath-
ed. "Your manager!" ho repeated, as a
8Woll of applauso drowned tho man's
reply.

"Tho manager? In that box over
thero. What uamo shall I say?"

"Gilbert Hartley tho author of this
playl"

Thoy followed him round wluding
corridors and up to tho door of n box.
Two gentlemen wero just emerging
laughingly when tho whito faced man
and whiter faced woman barred their
way.

"Not yet! I demand," said Gilbert,
pointing, "tho identity of tho man who
writes himself tho author of that play."

"Why," said ono coolly, "I happen
to bo tho author. Anything amiss?"

"Youl" Hartloy, looking llko ono
just risen from tho grave, put out two
working hands. "Como hcrol Look mo
in tlio face. I wroto it almost as it
stands. If my manuscript is gouo, you

have stolen it"
Tho flnalo was at hand. Tho audi-enc-

little dreaming of that sido drama,
sat spellbound. Then then a crazy,
unmistakablo cheering roso to tho roof.

"Author! Author!" went up. Tlio
situation was critical, tlio manager stu-
pefied.

The "author," with Marlon's wldo,
pleading eyes upon hlih, hesitated.
Then he blurted out:

"No fraud at all! I bought that man-
uscript in a crudo stato from a man who
claimed to havo produced it Thero is
nothing discreditable"

"Ills name?"
'tl I cannot glvo it. Ho was hero

just now. Provo that ho stole it, and 1
am willing to divldo all"

Tho cries for "Author" wcro growing
deafening, when Marion gavo that littlo
scream of realization and said:

"Ho was hero Gilbert, look Main-warin- g

I Ho camo for his inouoy that
dayl Ho stolo tlio papers for splto,
thinking you might novcr know I Deny
that narao if you can!" sho finished
breathlessly, staring into tho other
man's eyes.

"Madam, I can't" Swallowing n
lump, ho gripped Hartley's hand. "Sir,
my reputation is nt Btnko. I must ap-
pear with you as joint author, but I
promise you two-thir- of all royalties. "

Tho audlcuco was upon its feet, star-
ing about iu wonderment when tho cur- -

IB nuJW

"I WItOTK IT."
tain waved. Two men stood bowing in
tho footlight glow, and tho foremost
mis Gilbert Hnrtloy. Noither ventured
a speech, nnd not n fow peoplo wcro
puzzled nfrcsli when noxt day a joint
authorship was publicly nnnounccd, but
tho play itself was unanimously voted a
thrilling success, and that wa3 enough.

Enough yes! Later that day, when
tho bells wero pealing, Marlon cropt up
behind her husband and placed n twist-
ed sprig of holly upon his tired head.

"Lauroledl" sho whispered. "A littlo
alliteration, dear my king, my kiug,
crowned on Christmas ovo!"

Aud Mnlnwnrlng? Well, thoy simply
allowed him to slip Into oblivion. A
long way up tho ladder of literary fame,
and climbing still, Gilbert Hartloy can
easily afford to bo merciful to tho man
who tried to topple him off tho first
rung.

IIn& Fainted Present.
How many oxquisito littlo holiday

gifts ono can prepare If sho can paint!
A faucy greatly appreciated by ono who
cannot pniut Is this: Tako a satin rib-

bon from throo to four Inches wldo,
havo it long enough to tlo in n hand-som- o

bow, friugo thr cuds and then
aboYO this paint a tasteful design.
Flowers aro perhaps prettier than any-
thing else, but I saw ono with a tiny
landscapo paiutod upon it with such
dollcato touchos that it was lovdly.
Theso bows are to bo used as adorn-
ments for sofa amis or backs or to put
upon tho left hand corner of a chair
back.

Another nrticlo upon which tho brush
may bo used to ndvantago is tho cover-
ing of a fluo ucedla pillow. Tho latest
novelty iu shapo is that ot a muff, half
tlio cover to bo of palo pink, tho other
half of palo green. Tho ends were tied
with bows of pink and green ribbons,
Tho decoration was a branch of piuo.

A Trio of Xrulim.
Wealth Is not his who gots it, but his

Who eujoys it , -
Judgo a man by his deeds, and not

by his words- -

Auger showeth the character of a
man. Helpful-Thought- s.

A CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE.

An Iticldcut In the Llfo ot an Obierrlng
Traveler.

Several winters ago I had arrived at
Odessa from Aslatlo Turkey Tho un-
lucky yellow Hag, hoisted by command
of tho visiting surgeon of tho port, com-
pelled tlio brig I was in to toss about In
tho roadstead for a week boforo It was
admitted to tho quarautino harbor
Then I was required to send my clothos
for fumigation, and at tho cud of an-
other week tho authorities permitted
mo to land and tako up my quarters in
tho lazaretto for 14 days more, "on sus-
picion of plaguo. "

Tho Odessa lazarotto is built in tho
form of n quadrangle Each room is
soparatcd from its neighbor by n doublo
wall, between which n sentinel takes
his station to seo that neighbors hold
no communication with each other.
Thero is n small courtyard in front of
each room, and n doublo iron grating

.l '2l:

t.OUAUUED Br TWO EOLDIEUS.

ono row of grating a fow foot before tho
other keeps tho prisoners from any
personal contact with tho outer world,
represented by tho restaurateur and
his nlds, tho surgeon aud tho chaplain.
Li tho room adjoining mlno.wero con-
fined a Greek and n young woman, who
passed a portion of thoir timo iu sing-

ing to tho inusio of a guitar and occa-
sionally a tambourine. Much of tho rest
was spent in eating, drinking nnd sleep-
ing, to judgo rom tho long intervals of
silenco. But thero wcro noisy episodes
which convoyed strong proofs that tho
lady could scold as well as sing, and
sometimes tho quarrels roso to n terri-bi- o

pitch, a thump, followed by n
scream, furnishing tho climax. It was
Christmas day. Tho snow fell heavily,
deadening tho sound of tho church bolls,
which, through a broken pano, remind-
ed mo of tho holy festival. I expected
to hear my neighbors slug hymns. My
own tlmo was doyotcd to my books
tho only relief to nn enforced solitudo.

Toward evening, whilo tho guard
slept, I distinctly heard tho volco of tho
man Greek llo soemed to bo growling
rather than speaking, aud In tho Inter-
vals of his silenco I heard tho fomalo
sob Not a very "merry Christmas,"
thought L Sometimes ono volco roso
nbovo tho other Tho ono was shrill, tho
other loud and nngry. Then thero was
n scufllo; then all was tranquil. Night
had fallen, and I had hoped tho partios
had gone to sleep. But again tho mur-
murs, tho expostulations, tho outbursts,
disturbed my quiet. And liow tho worn-n- u

becamo volublo, nnd spasmodic bursts
of grief alono interrupted tho torrent of
her eloquence. Often tho man called out
what appeared to bo "Silcncol" adding
a fow words, nono of which was dis-

tinct enough to bo caught, in a minatory
tone Then camo nnothcr strugglo,
words, bitter words, stifled cries, a heavy
fall, n scream, silenco again.

I could not sleep. What had boon tho
issuo of tho last quarrel? Had tho
"peaco and good will" taught by tho
Redeemer, whoso natal day tho outer
Christian world wns celebrating, ulti-
mately prevailed, nnd were tho recent
antagonists illustrating tho Horatiau
maxim that tho falling out of lovers is
tho renownl of lovo? Or had tho last
fall so Btunucd tho fcoblcr of tho two
individuals ns to render tho revival of
cither lovo or nugcr temporarily impos
sible?

I wns not long iu donbt It was past
midnight when I was awakened by dol-
orous cries and heavy sobs, vehement
protestations and enruost apostrophes in
tho volco of tho man. I knocked loudly
nt tho wall to suggest silenco. Ho evi-
dently did not heed tho knocking. I
called out in good Italian, "Bo qniot 1"

It was of no avail. I roused np the
guard and asked him what was tho mat-
ter with tho gentleman. My custodian
suggested ho was drunk. I could not,
however, divest my mind ot tho idea
that a deed of darkness had been porpo-tratc-

Tho night wore nway, I could not
Bleep. I no longer heard tho volco of
tho woman. Even tho man's volco was
bushed. But Instead of tho usual sounds
my oar was assailod with knockings on
tho floor and a uoiso as ot a saw or fllo
at work. Wllon tho restaurateur camo
round In tho morning to tako orders for
breakfast, I told him what I had heard
and suggested that tho lady might bo
ill and need medical aid. Ho went noxt
door, but was sent away with tho inti-
mation that nothing wns wanted. Two
or thrco more days elapsed. Tho timo
had arrived for my release On tho very
day indeed when I was to bo emanci-
pated my uoighbors wcro also to bo
freed. I heard tho officers arrlyo noxt
door. Somo words wero uttered, follow-
ed by nn altercation. Then tho man cried
bitterly What could bo tho matter?
More officers camo. Tlio man was fetter-
ed and takou nway. Where was tho wo-
man? Ho had stabbod her in Jiis auger,
aud under somo absurd notion that her
existonco would bo forgotten by tho au-
thorities ho had taken up two planks
and deposited tho dead body of tho poor
girl beneath them. This oxplained tho
operations which followed upon tho si-

lenco. When I was released, I saw my
quondam uoighbor sitting in a veranda
of tho placo where I went to reclaim my
fumigated apparel, guarded by two sol-

diers. Ho was n littlo old man of ma-
lignant aspect I remembered having
60cu him at tho harbor with a handsome
yOung Greek whom I supposed to bo
his child. No ono know exactly what
tholr rolatlvo position was. It was
enough that ho had shed her blood on
Christmas night

W. A. Gilcrist.
Tho Treating Ilntilt,

It was Pope Telospkorus, who died
boforo tho year 160 A. D., who insti-
tuted Christmas as a festival, though
for somo tlmo it was irregularly held in
December, April and May. But for cen-

turies before there had been a feast of
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Vulo among tho northern nations wnoso
great enjoyment was in drinking tho
wassail bowl or cnp. Nothing gavo
them so much delight as ludulgvuco in
"carousing ale," especially at tho sea-
son of bhort days when fighting was
ended. It was likowiso thoir custom at
all their feasts "for tho master of tho
houso to fill a largo bowl or pitcher, to
drink out of it first himself, aud then
glvo to him that sat noxt, and so it
wont around." This may havo been tho
origin of that popular American custom
known ns "treating. " It is certain that
upon our Christian obscrvanco of this
glorious day havo been ingrafted habits
taken from rudo and barbarous peoplo.

The Difference.

' First Goose What's tho differenco
between a Christmas turkey aud a
Christmas girl?

Second Gooso I dunno.
First Gooso Why, ono is dressed to

kill, and tho other is killed to dross.

Itemlntler of an Old Cuttom.
Hnndreds of old country peoplo, espe-

cially of Irish birth, will remember tho
Christmas candlo which Ib lighted and
placed in tho window at midnight of
Christmas evo nnd allowed to burn there
on tho succcssivo nights uutil it is all j

consumed. It is ono of tho most inter-- 1

csting of all tho customs associated with
tho religious colobratioti of tho Christian
festival It is symbolic, of course, of tho
"Light of tho World," but somo hold
that with tho mistletoe, tho holly and i

tho fcstlvo practices of tho season It goes
back to Druid or pagan origin and is '

derived from somo olden symbolism of
tho returning warmth of tho sun. How- -

over this may bo, it is not generally
known that tho custom hns been pre-
served In Canada to this day by n fow
old country peoplo, comparatively" speak-iug- ,

to whom Christmas would not bear
its holy messago without tho tall wax

audio shining in their window.

Santa Claut In tho South.

,a i ' "V i - --j;v - r "V
"Whowl What would tho children

say if thoy saw mo in this rig?"

Tho Ucful Dolly.
If wo bcliovo Pliny, tho Romnn his-

torian and naturalist, tho holly is a po-

tent treo, exclusivo of its Christmas
privileges. As far back as his timo it
was planted near dwelling houses to
prcscrvo thom from lightning. Tho
learned philosopher not only tells us
this, but says that its flowers causo wa-
ter to frcozo, and that if a staff of its
wood bo thrown at any animal, oven it
it fall short of touching it, tho animal
will bo so subdued by its influenco as
to return and llo down by it As tho
American holly blooms in Juno it will
bo easy to try tho effect on wator.

Holly has also found a placo in med-
icine but it involvos such heroio treat-
ment that I fear tho faculty will scarce-
ly approvo It. In many districts of Eng-
land tho country peoplo ndvlso you to
thrash your chilblains with holly leaves
and assure you that it is a porfect euro.
It may bo. There it has also boon rec-
ommended in a decoction of tho leaves
for rheumatism and for intermittent
fever. Loulccrus recommends it for a
pain iu tho sido commonly called "a
stitch."

Sheep aud door will cat holly in hard
winter, and branches aro fed to cattlo
for fodder iu Frouoo wheii other food
is scarce

Tho holly of Europo and tho holly of
tho United States' each will grow to bo
a tree ot somo 40 foot in height Tho
wood is ovon grained, whito as ivory,
except iu tho heart Of old trunks, and
takes an oxquisito polish. It has been
much used for ' inlaying. ' ' Many arti-
cles said to bo of ebony, snob as tho
handles of teapots, eta , aro holly stained.

Xito I Coniclenoo.
To llvo is to havo justice, truth, rea-

son, dovotiou, probUy, sincerity, com-mo- u

sense, right and duty welded into
the heart. To llvo ia to know what ono
is worth, what ono can do and should
do. Llfo Is conscience. Victoafewo.
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CHBISTMA9 PUDDING.

BIRCH BARK WASTEBASKET.

Illut For a Pretty and NotcI .Chrlttmai
Gift.

Many peoplo carry homo from their
summer outing pieces of birch bark
which thoy havo stripped from tho glis-
tening trees duiing long walks in tho
couutry. Hero la n pretty wny to utilizo
it:

A good sized pieco is needed to mako
n wasto basket although smaller ones
aro pretty to hold grasses ono that has
been stripped unbroken from tho tree.
Mako a cylindrical foundation of very
heavy card boa id just tho sizo of tho
bark. Liuo it with n pretty colored
sateen. Cover tho outsido with tho bark.
Cut a circlo of tho cardboard to fit tho
baso of tho basket Cover ono sido with
sateen wadded with cotton, tho other
with birch bark, and, placing tho sateen
lining Inside, overhand it with strong
linen thread to tho part of tho basket
already made. Tho ribbon which orun-incut- s

tho top is slipped between the

UPS" awr "

lining nud tho birch bark nnd sewed in
placo with silk of tho saino color. It is
then left to hang over tho edgo ono
long, ono short alternately. Tho end of
each ribbon is folded to a point nnd is
tipped with n tiny silvered bell.

A russet red or any color suggestivo
of autumn leaves or elso n palo green or
light bluo harmonizes well with tho sil-

ver gray of tho birch.

PRETTY CHRISTMAS GIFT.
Chafing llh Iteclpe Hook That Ii Uiefnl

and Ornamental.
A very useful Christmas gift for n

friend who owns n chnfing dish is a lit-
tlo recjpo book filled with directions for
savory dishes that can bo easily mado
in that over ready littlo cooking nten-- '
sil. The covers nro mado of heavy
brown linen with a 6uitnblo dosign

ggg if

drawn with brown etching ink or work-
ed in brown Hnon thread on tho front
cover Inside aro a dozen leaves of
strong linen paper, on which aro writ-
ten in brown ink recipes for Welsh
rarebit, creamed oysters, omelots and
ovory imaginable concoction that can
bo mado in a chafing dish. There aro so
many now to bo found iu tho nowspa-pcr- s

somo of them tho work of tho
best cooks that it is nvery easy matter
to gather enough to fill tho book. A
fow pages should bo left blank for tho
recipient to writo new or favorlto re-
cipes. Tho writing should, of course,
bo very clear and distinct.

A Chriatuia Gift.

AQ

Startling appearance iu church on tho
Bundny after Christmas of Undo Hiram
In tho now overcoat his city cousin
Kent him

HclnB Appreciated,

It is pleasant to bo appreciated. Per.
sons work hotter when thoy know that
thoir efforts command approval, Noth-
ing is lost by kindly words of interest
and recognition. Flattery Is offensive,
but nppreclatroii of another's kindness
and servico Is nlftjiysacceptnulo. fres
b' nan.

CHRISTMAS FEASTS.

OLD TIME DINNERS OF AMAZING PRO-

PORTIONS.

Whnt They Uied to VAX. In the I)T of
King- Arthur Hoar's Head Serted With
Ceremony An Ancient Dinner to tho
I'oor.

It Is almost lmpossiblo to say when
tho custom began of celebrating Christ-
mas with a sumptuous feast. It is cer-
tain, however, that tho observauco has
never lapsed sinco English history bo-gn-

Whistlecraft, a writer who dolvcd
deeply among tho traditions aud records
of tho reign of King Arthur of tho
Round Tnblo, describes tho Christmas
dinner of that day in verso:
They served up salmon, Mnilson and wild

hours
By hnndreds and by dozens and by Bcorcs,
Hogsheads of honey, kilderkins ot mustard.
Muttons and tatted beeves nnd bacon swine.
Herons 'and bitterns, peacock, swans and bus

tard.
Teal, mallard, pigeons, widgeons and. In fine,
Plum puddings, pancakes, applo pics and cus

tard.
And therewithal they drank good Gascon wlno.
With mead and alo and elder ot our own,
For porter, punch and negus w cro not known.

This bill of faro is doubtless more
pootlo than accurate, yet it is not far
out of tho way. Ono notablo omission
is that of tho wassail bowl, for wassail,
though it was n driuk ot tho ancient
Druids of tho third century nnd prob-
ably earlier, was for many hundred
years n favorlto British drink and camo
to bo a distlnctlvo feature of Christmas
feasts. It was first mado of alo, or what
was then considered alo, sweetened with
something that did duty for tho more
modern sugar. Just what that was is
today unknown, but it wns sweet Thon
thero was toast, and thero wero roasted
crabs, put hissing hot into tho bowl a
qucor drink, but such as it was it was
liked.

As timo went by tho rocipo was va-

ried till, perhaps 1,000 ycars or so
later, tho wassail bowl was filled with
wine, well warmed and spiced, with
toasted bread and roasted apples. If
wlno wero not obtainable, alo was used,
but tho apples wcro deemed indispensn-bi- o

and really seem to havo been an
improvement on crabs. Doubtless it
was tho white pulp of tho apples that
gavo wassail its nickuamo of "lamb's
wool," and it was therefore an nuach-ronis- m

that crept into tho account of
King Arthur's feast when tho boy with
tho mnntlo cast a spell ovor tho table,
for it is told that on that occasion only
ono knight found his sword sharp
enough to carvo tho boar's head or his
hand steady enough to lift tho lamb's
wool without spilling it.

It will bo noticed that Kiug Arthur
had noither turkoys nor geese, though
both of thom nro now distlnctlvo fea-
tures ot tho Christmas feast Tho tur-
key was not taken to England from
tho cast till tho sixteenth century, nud,
though tho gooso was known before, his
gastronomic valuo seems not to have
been discovered.

But if Arthur's feastseoins gargan-
tuan it was n frugal repast compared
with thoso that camo later. Gervaso
Markham describes a "moderate din-

ner" of about A. D. 1000 that would
nnswer for Christmas in tho following
amazing way:

"Tho first courso should consist of 10
full dishes that is, dishes of meat that
aro of snbstanco and nbt empty or for
6hoW as thus, for cxamplo: First, a
shield of braun with mustard; second-
ly, a boyl'd capon; thirdly, a boyl'd
pieco of beef; fourthly, a chino of beef
rested; fifthly, a neat's tonguo rested;
sixthly, a pig rested; sovcuthly, chow-ct- s

baked; eighthly, a gooso rested;
ninthly, a swan rested; tciithly, a tur-ko- y

rested; tho cloventh, a haunch of
venison rested ; tho twelfth, a pasty of
venison ; tho thirteenth, a kid with a
pudding in tho bolly; tho fourteenth,
an olivo-pyo- ; tho fifteenth, a couple of
capons; tho sixtconth, a cr.stard or dow-sot- s.

Now, to theso full dlshos may bo
added sallets frlcascs, quelquo choscs
and doviscd pasto, as many dishes moro,
which mako tho full servico no loss
than two and thirty dishes, which is as
much as can conveniently stand on ono
tablo and in ono mess. And after this
manner you may proportion both your
socond and third courses, holding ful-
ness on ono half of tho dishes and show
in tho other, which will bo both frugal
iu tho splendour, contentment to tho
guost and much pleasure and delight to
thoboholdor."

Surely a "moderato dinner" llko that
would mako a lord mayor's banqnot
seem stingy, yet thero is omploovidonco
that such feasts were not uncommon
"in that older day." Not every ono,
howover, set such a table, oven when he
could afford it, for Pepys records a din-
ner given to tho poor by Sir Goorgo
Downing ono Christmas at which noth-
ing was served but beef, porridge, pud-
ding aud pork. It may havo been hotter
than tho recipients usually had for
everyday faro, but thoy voted it a mean
entertainment for Christmas.

Tho bonr's head, as is woll known,
was for hundreds of years tho pieco do
reslstanco of ovory woll regulatod Brit-
ish Christmas feast, and it has been
hold bysomo writers that it becamo tho
favorito becauso of a general dosiro to
protest against tho Jewish prohibition
of pork. A more probablo reason is that
tho boar was tho fiercest of all tho wild
beasts of tho country, and killiug him
was tho highest achievement of tho
huntsman. Then, ngijln. his head is
very good to eat.

Whatever tho reason, tho great dish
was served with great pomp. It was
served in stylo. A forgotten poet wroto:
If you would end up tho brawncts head.
Sweet rosemary and bays around It spread.
Ills foaming tusks let somo large pippin grace,
Or midst tboso tbuadering spears an Orange

placo.
Sauce, llko hlirself, offensive-- to his foes,
The roguish mustard dangerous to the noso.
Back and tho woll spiced hlppocras, tho wlno
Wassail, tho bov, 1 with ancient ribands fine,
Porrldgo with plums and turkeys with the

clilno.
Tho mere dressing of tho dish did not

sufflco, howover. Tho ceremony of
bringing it into tho banquet hall of a
great houso was most Imposing, for it
Was not brought without a procession.
First camo n runucr In u horseman's
coat with a boar spear in his hand.
Then a huntsman In green with a naked
aud bloody sword. Then two pages In
sarcenet, each with a mess of mustard,
and last tho bcaror himself, chosen for
his sizo and strength, proudly holding
tho hngo silver platter on which tno
boar's head lay.

Such was tho plainest procession that
entered, always with musio, for a
Christmas carol was always sung. Whnt
tho magnlficcuco of tho wealthiest housed
was may bo imagined from tho fact that
King Henry II, havius caused his son to

oo crowned miring ins own meumc,
himself served ns bearer of tho boar's
head at his sou's tablo and was preceded
by tho royal trumpeters ns ho entered.

Tho splendor of theso ancient feasts
would doubtless scorn barbaric now, but
tho profusion of tho viands seems won-
derful. In comparison our modern
spreads seem small, and ono wonders if
iu tho elder day all men wcro llko tho
ono who died only lately and who
mado a reputation by a singlo remark,
"Tho turkoy Is an excellent bird with
ono serious fault ho is too big for ono
person to cat and not big enough for
two." .David A. Cuhtis.

HOLIDAY SUGGESTIONS.

Two Neat Christmas Presents That Caa
lie Made by Hand.

Among homemado Christmas pres-
ents n set of onvolopcs for interesting
clippings can bo mado as elaborate as

one wishes. Tho essentials nro to tako
long cnvolopcs aud label them tor the
various purposes for which thoy aro in-

tended. For iustanco, ono sot contains
ono envelope each for clippings! relating
to politics, medicino, society, stocks,
religion, poetry, celebrities and collego
news. Such a set should bo a very nico
present for a sister to glvo a brother
who wns prominent in collego journal-
ism. Just tho bare envelopes tied to-

gether with tho collego colors wonld
sufllco, but to mnko tho set moro fan-
ciful tako somo chamois skin and cut it
largo enough to form a sort of book cov-
er for tho envolopos, decorato it if pos-eibl-

but if not simply print tho word
clippings, iu gilt letters on tho bacic.
Then lny tho envelopes together nnd
punch two holes about 2 inches apart,
mako holes in tho chamois cover to cor-
respond 'and run ribbons through envel-
opes and cover to tie thom together.

Another faucy mado after tho samp
fashion is n number of decorated cards
tied together in a book. Tho cards aro
long aud tied at tho ends. Tho outside
card is decorated with clover blossoms
nnd labeled in gilt letters, "Baby's
Progress." The noxt leaf has "Baby's
Birthday," noxt "Baby'oNaino," noxt
"Baby's Weight," with spaces for
weight at birth, at ono mouth, nt two
months, at six mouths, etc.; next,
"Whnt Baby First Said," nnd last,
"When Baby First Walked," with tiny
shoes and slippers for decoration at the
foot of tho page This, of courso, would
bo a dainty gift for tho fond young
mother from her sister or dearfrlencU
Theso, howover, invplvo somo skill In
painting and nro of no uso to tho ordl
nary mortal whoso birth was not rccog'
nized by tho color muso.

A FAN FANCY.

A Pretty Homemade Christmas Present
Tor Mother or Sister.

Tho omnipresent fan is pressed into a
variety of uses, Ono Is to lay flat iu tho
drawer as a scent bag, having wadding
and a tauglo of Irtco focused by a knot
of ribbon or flowers as a wall pocket for
photographs.

Thero is n not halt bad one, as tho
Scotch say, used to hold toilet odds and
ends when ono has not tho rich morocco
case Cut n pieco of stiff card tho exact
sizo of tho blado of tho fan, cover it
with chintz or plush and cut a little
shield shaped pocket for tho watch,
Lower down on tho screen add two
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small straps of plush to hold scissors
nnd button hook. Thrco or four small
hooks sewed to thocaidboard in conven-
ient places servo to hang keys, shoo-horn- s,

etc. Cover tho f.m on ono side
with silk, lay tho plush sido on tho
screen and sow tho two together. Add a
cord nil around to hido tho joints and a
"natty" littlo bow of ribbon to hang

it up by.
A fan so decorated makes nn appro-

priate Christmas present for mother or
sister.

finoothtiic; tno Way.
Tho way of life is by no means

smooth, but let us not mako it rougher
than it is. Tho world is not nil wo
could wish, but if it goes wrong let ns
uot spend onrsclves trying to make it
go worse. Bather let us mako it a little
smoother and a littlo pleasautor by our
disposition, manners and deeds. If men
in general aro out of sorts, there is the
moro need of our being in sorts. Chris-
tian Lender.
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Ayer's Sarsaparilla.

Hie Royal Is the highest grade baMag powder
snown. Actual tests show It goes ooe--

Iblrd further than anr other brsad.

mi
POWDER
Absolutely pure

ROYAL SAKItia rOWDCR CO., kW Y0IIIC

JOLLY LITTLE JAPS.
THE DOLLS UTILIZED FOR HOME-

MADE CHIIISTMAS PRESENTS.

Ilallet Dancer Sharing Paper Case That
Is Just Too Cots For Anything

Penwiper and Blotting Pad Maker
an Acceptable Gift.

As tho holidays draw near thero Is n
great domaud for novelties, especially
for thoso that can bo mado at home

Two nsefnl and dainty gifts which can
bo easily mado by the averago bright
American girl nro hero described.

At a Jnpaneso store, that homo of
pretty things withlu tho roach of tho
most slender purses, can bo purchased
for tho sum of 10 cents a lifelike littlo
head with a fringo of wiry black hair
protruding from under a paper disk. In
tho center of this is a hole, through
which n duster is intended to bo slipped,
but a very fantastic penwiper and blot-
ter combined may bo readily mado in-

stead. Cut two circular pieces of cha-
mois of two contrasting colors (ovory
deslrablo shado can now bo obtained in
this leather; tho model was mado of
yellow aud royal purple), and, having
pinked tho edges, gather in a bunch
from tho center and fasten with n bit of
wire to a burned match. Slip tho match
through tho opening in tho top of tho
head uutil it rests crosswise iuslde,
th"s fixing tho penwiper firmly in
place Now cut six squares of blotting
paper ot thu somo color as tho chamois
and lay them altcrnateljToflo on topit.
another; then cut a circlo of chamois
an inch and a half in diameter and lay
in tho center of tho topmost pieco ot
blotting paper. Tako tho head, mako n
hole in each sido of tho neck and, thread-
ing a largo nccdlowith baby ribbon,
pass it from tho chamois on top through
tho last sheet of blotting paper and then
back ngain, this timo passing through
tho holo in tho sido of tho neck. Now
tako tho two ends of tho ribbon and tlo
first in a firm knot and then in n dainty
littlo bow. Having mado a similar bou
on tho othor sido, tho novel littlo gift
is finished. Tho ribbon used must o
courso bo of tho soma color as tho cha
mois.

Another pretty present is a Japanese
ballet dancer shaving paper case An
ordinary Jnpaneso doll nbont ten inches
high is used for this novel littlo dancer.
Having disrobed tho victim of its native
gown, proceed to array it in crapo tis-sn- o

paper. Tho ono iu question was
dressed iu light bluo, tho ribbon used
boiug black. Tho trousers, which reach
just to tho cud ot tho unsightly brown
muslin nnd tho beginning of tho pink
knee, nro cut from an oblong piece of
tissn paper, sowed up tho center and
shirr d at tlio bottom of each leg to form
a rufllo. A waist is cut from a straight
pieco with two holes cut for tho aims,
into which is sowed a plain btraight
sleevo shirred at tho cud to form n ruflle
This is creased around tho center to
mako tho wheelliko cfl'ect hhowu iu tho
illustration. Tho waist is then shirred
nround tho neck about half an inch
from tho top to form n rallied collar.
For tho 6kirt cut 20 circles about 4,4
inches iu diameter aud notch thoir
edges, fold in half nud then ngain in
quarters without creasing them. Thread
theso through tho pointed end oil a
strong pieco of linen cord nud, tying
tho cord tightly round tho walat of tho
doli, push tho frills uutil they stand nut
evenly all around A ribbon is then
passed round the waist, crossed in front.
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thon in tho back and is tied in a bow in
tho center. A loop of tho ribbon is then
sowed to tho crosspieco by which to
hang it up.

Embroidered TJnen ChrUtrpas Gifts,
Embroidered linen uotoHJos ore rm- -

mcrous, ono ot tno most sensiuio tuings
being n cornucopia for a hair receiver,
which can bo opened and lotindered.
Linen embroidery is very tedlofis" TOrk,
howover, and tho amateur had better
uot undertako it.

Euvelopa cases aro mado of linen nnd
have places at each end for Ijotebooks,
ono ot which is mcanffor addresses.

Lets the Better.
If n man hasn't got groco enough to

keop his temper and llvo right, tho loss
ho has to Bay for Jesus Christ tho bet-
ter. D. L. Moody.
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